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10 PROFESSORS OF PERFECT LOVE. 


BY JESSN T. PECK, D. D. 


INCREASED USEFULNESS MUST VINDICATE THIS PROFESSION. 


I am aware that there is no coercion in religion. Mind is free, 
and can, if it will, resist all kinds of saving influence. Volun- 
tary unbelief, baffled the skill and power of the Savior, while upon 
earth; and every day, sinful men depart to hell, because they re- 
sist the Holy Ghost. Christians can never therefore, in the abso- 
lute sense, be held responsible for the salvation of others. And 
yet there is ground of a most fearful responsibility, in behalf of 
the Church and the world. If we cannot absolutely save men, we 
can influence their salvation. And whatever we can do, to rouse 
them from their slumbers, to pour hight upon their darkness, to 
guide them to the Savior, to secure them a home in heaven, we | 
are bound todo. For the full extent of our possible influence 
over the moral destinies of the world, we shall unquestionably be 

held accountable at the judgment. Whatever God has given, he - 
will undoubtedly require; and this rule is clearly applicable to 
those who have been washed from all impurity in the blood of the | 
Lamb. Mark, my brethren, the Divine announcement of this stern 
and equitable law of responsibility —‘* unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required.” | 
VOL. XXIY. 1 


< = 


- — 


~ 
& 
o~ 


hal 
4, 
ope 
| | Ai 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
4g, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
afr) 
ta 
4 
| 
{hee 
4 
| 
74 
d 
i 
7 


GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Now it is not mere teaching in the abstract, however correct it 
may be, that is ‘the efficient instrument of salvation. More de- 
‘pends upon the spirit, which prompts and pervades it—upon the 
degree of grace, of holiness, of religious power. from which it 
comes. Doubtless the warmth, the freshness of early love, the 
temperament of the individual, his talents, learning, experience, 
zeal, all come in to modify particular effect. But the controlling 
power, the grand pervading influence of usefulness, is piety; and 
it must be true that increase of piety, in every case, will give in- 
creased usefulness. ‘The tree is known by its fruit,” is a Divine 
maxim of universal application. The state of grace which you 
profess, if it really exist, cannot conceal itself. Its fruit will ap- 
pear. ‘Every branch in me,” saith the Savior, “that beareth | 
fruit, he purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit.” I must | 


| therefore state plainly, that where no more than ordinary power 


of usefulness appears, when no marked religious effects are real- — 
ized, there is strong reason to doubt whether entire sanctification 
exists. J utter so stern a rule with trembling. I know I must 
myself be tried by it. I know: not who may be cut off by it. I 
know not what loved ones will be thrown into agonizing doubt by 
it. God forbid that it should do harm. I would not write it,if I | 
did not feel that its truth imperatively binds me. 

But let us see. You are supposed to have greatly increased 
your power with God. Faith, with you, is not the product of 
emergency. It is not called up by special exertions, sometimes 
strong, and sometimes so feeble that you tremble with fear that it | 
is lost altogether — sometimes distinctly beholding Christ your 
Savior, and sometimes unable to penetrate the veil, which obscures 
him — sometimes grasping the promises, and sometimes unable to 
trust them. This was, once, the style of your faith; and even. 
then, you could sometimes take hold of God, and command a pow: 
er which made Satan tremble on his throne. Frequently perhaps 
you called down, upon saints and sinners, a measure of Divine in- 
fluence, which filled them with comfort and praise, with awe and 
terror. 

Now, faith is your life, your breath, your easiest, strongest, 
most habitual mental exercise. Not that you are unchangeable, 
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TO PROFESSORS OF PERFECT LOVE. 3 


like God. Poor enfeebled human nature must have its variations. 
But they must not paralyze the faith of the perfect Christian — 
‘must not break its hold upon the Crucified, nor produce distrust of - 
what Jehovah says. There may be “ heaviness through manifold — 
temptation,”’ but no letting go the hold upon the tempter’s conquer- 
er. ‘There may be clouds and darkness around the cross, but the 
trust in him who bled, is firm and unflinching. Faith, clear, strong, 
steady, and commanding, is the very life of perfect love. And the 
effect of this upon your power in prayer, is marked and decisive. 
With this unyielding faith, you pray for the brethren. _ And are they 
to feel no special grace in answer? You plead with God to rouse 
the slumbering, convict the impure, and create the immortal thirst 
for full tedemption, which will not, cannot rest, until it is realized ; 
and may you expect to see no movings of the mighty deep? 
Will no pungent sorrow for inbred sin, no weeping confessions of 
unfaithfulness, no groanings for liberty, fellow these fervent con- 
stant pleadings of such prevailing faith? Impossible! God will 
not deny himself. There ’ll be trouble somewhere, conviction for 
impurity somewhere, a struggle for clean hearts somewhere, just — 
as sure as the “‘ faith that works by love and purifies the heart ”’ 
is in lively exercise. There may be stout resistance — brethren 
may speculate, criticise, and even unjustly censure — may doubt, 
fear the effects, postpone the consecration, or treat the cause of | 
holiness with entire neglect; but, in answer to the pleadings of © 
that faith which supports perfect love, the Holy Spirit will disturb 
their repose, and there surely will be somewhere a crying out for 
full salvation, I therefore put it down asa fact inevitable, that 
if holiness is enjoyed and lived, it will spread. — 

And the same, I am certain, must be true in regard to sinners. 
They cannot, all and forever, remain quiet, when this power with 
God calls for His awakening spirit. The entreaties of Christ’s 
own loved ones — of those who are honored with rest upon His 
very bosom, the very throbings of whose hearts He feels, and 
who ‘ plead with Him as one would plead with a friend,” must 
prevail. Heaven will be moved by the power of faithful prayer, 
and some gracious results will be seen abroad — the same perhaps 
in kind which are frequently seen in the Church when only ordin- 
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— GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


ary grace is felt and brought to bear. The same in kind, but 
: vastly more. It is not possible that perfect purity exists where 
none is felt — where none is operative. I might appeal to facts. 
I have them, within my own limited observation, to fill a volume. | 
But I have not room to introduce them here. I will throw myself — 
upon the unalterable assurance of the adorable Savior: ‘* What- 
soever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my 
name, I will do it.””. Would to God that these words of power, | 
_ were realized by the Church. 

And there are other means than prayer, to be increased i in efficier- | 
cy by the blessing of holiness. The spirit of the sanctified cannot 
be inoperative. It is felt and acknowledged, wherever it exists. 
| Without a word, it reproves sin so directly, so forcibly, that the 
sinner trembles under its stern rebukes. It leads the wanderer 
back to God. It persuades with silent, but pathetic love, the re- 
generate to seek for holiness. It draws, like the heart of Jesus, 
by its powerful attraction, the souls of believers upwards, and of 
guilty sinners away from the devil, Religion, ‘* pure and unde- 
filed,’’ so enters the person, the bearing, the words, the business | 
transactions, the daily life of the wholly consecrated, that all men 
‘see it, and hear it, and feel it, when they bsivigle with them 
And then, this heart of perfect love, is moved to every good w iad 
and work. ‘This spirit is seen in pity and relief for the poor, and 
the distressed, by the side of the sick and dying. It. shrinks 
from no crosses, no sacrifices, no sufferings, in the cause of :the 
Master. All this must have its effect — must add to the fruit that 
is borne by the ordinary Christian, so that all the world may see 
it, As the mountain stream that glides through the vale, reveals 
its humble track by the freshness of the verdure by its side, this 
fertilizing spirit exhibits its power by the thrift and vigor of ‘the 
graces wherever it moves. | 

And there is immense additional force in the living testimony, 
in the word of exhortation and warning that comes up from these 
purified hearts, and drops from these consecrated lips. If they 
come from the sacred desk, they burn, and glow, and dissolve, 


| | 
| 4 
i 
| 
a 
4 
1 
A 
» 
4 
Bh 
4 
« 
| 
| 
Ay 
‘ 
| | 


WILT THOU BE MADE WHOLE? 5 


wherever they fall. If they come from the most obscure and illit- 
erate, they go home, with a power that no man can evade. 

Yes, we must vindicate our profession, by the moral effects of — 
holiness — actual, visible, practical. And if we are bearing no 
‘more fruit ” tKan before we were purged, it is time to beware. 
I have now, beloved, boncluded. ay address. 


ORIGINAL. 


WILT THOU = MADE WHOLE? 


BY 3. 


A LARGE proportion of the human family seem, after reaching 
middle life, to have some bodily weakness, giving present incon-— 
venience, and threatening more serious results. How glad would 


all such be, to hear the voice of the Savior, saying , Thou art |. 


loosed from thine infirmity !” 

But have not many of God’s dear children some spiritual 
malady, which greatly impairs the healthy action of the soul? 
something which they long to be rid of. Some of them are 
inclined to be anxious — “ careful and troubled about many things ;” 
others are inclined to impatience ; others to sloth and self-indulgence ; 
others to worldliness, or pride, or covetousness, or levity, or 
despondency. 

How gladly would each of these sufferers hear a voice, saying, 
«Thou art loosed from thine infirmity!” Listen, and you shall 
hear it. Yes; that very same voice, which uttered these words 
to the woman who had so long been bowed together, speaks to you. 
What was the effect of his words on her? ‘ Immediately she was 
straight, and glorified God!” If He is now saying the same to 
you, why are you not made straight? Either you are not so much 
in earnest to be rid of your infirmity as she was, or you do not 
take the kind Physician to be in earnest. He is in earnest. He 


looks upon you, this moment, as tenderly as he did on that infirm 
woman. 
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GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Suppose that when he laid his hand upon her, she had replied 
to him, ‘I have been bound by Satan lo these eighteen years, 
and it is impossible for me to lift myself up.” Instead of answer- 


ing in this way, she took the strength and the command together, 


and found herself once more erect! This is just what you must 
do; “Tuke sweetly the grace and the command together,” and at 
once you are strong, where before you was weak. 

How inconsistent, how unreasonable, how wrong, to go bowed’ 
down for years under the weight of spiritual disease, when all the 
while those same kind eyes are bent tenderly on you, those same 
hands are stretched out to touch you! If you would only meet 
him with an answering faith, in a moment, the same voice would 


be saying to you, ‘ thou art loosed from thine infirmity.” 


ORIGINAL. 


LETTERS TO AU FRIEND. 


BY IDA, 


NUMBER TWO... 


My BELOVED C : 


I have just received your letter of the third inst., and I assure 
you that I perused it with no ordinary interest. The expression, 
‘‘T have once more endeavored to consecrate myself to God,” re-- 


joiced my heart, but I regret that you are so “very fearful.” 


What do you fear? Do you fear to believe, and ‘ reckon your- 
self dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus 
Christ,” lest you should be mistaken? I think that I perceive 


the cause of your fearfulness. I should judge from some expres- 


sions in your letter that you were making the feelings and experi- 
ence of others the criterion of your own, instead of the Word of 
God; hence not feeling all that marked change, and not experi- 
encing those inward emotions that you anticipated, you query in 
your mind whether the work has been indeed accomplished. Is it 
not so, sister? Now suppose you set aside entirely the experi- 
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LETTERS TO A FRIEND. | 7 


ence of others, and take the Bible alone for your guide, will you 


not be led to a different conclusion? Your first inquiry should 


be, “ What does God require of me as an individual?” The 
answer is explicit and comes direct to your heart, ‘‘ Submit your- 


selves therefore to God!” What is, implied in this requisition ? : 


Why that I yield. myself unreservedly to God, to be now, and 
henceforth his property ; taking his will for the Jaw of my life — 
my one rule of action. But if I do this, how shall I know that I 
am accepted ? ‘To whomsoever ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are, to whom ye obey.” ‘¢ But must I be- 
lieve with no other foundation for my faith than this?” Is not this 
sufficient ¢ Is it not dishonoring to God, to require any other 
— evidence than his own immutable promise ?”’ But how shall I feel 
if I do thus venture upon the Word of the Lord ?” perhaps you 


inguire. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
besaved.” “ Being therefore justified freely by his grace, we have 


peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” “Unto you 
who believe, He is precious.” Peace, rest of soul, always suc- 
ceed the exercise of faith. Christ becomes very precious —exceed- 
inuly lovely tothe believer. It is true that many are filled to over- 
flowing with joyous emotions, but these do not necessarily follow. 
No two individuals have an experience alike. Paul saw a light 
from Heaven, above the brightness of the sun— he heard an audi- 
ble voice addressing him by name. Jesus himself spoke to him. 
He was without sight three days, and then had it miraculously 
restored. The jailor heard an earthquake, that unloosed the pris- 
on doors. Cornelius was visited by an angel. The Ethiopian is 


riding in his chariot, reading the prophecy ; an evangelist beholds 


him thus employed, and is directed by the Spirit, to go and bear 
him company. He does so, and enters into conversation respecting 
the scripture which he was reading. He shows its application to 
Christ. The Ethiopian believes, and forthwith is baptized. Now 
there were different circumstances attending each of these conver- 
sions. ‘There were none of a remarkable character attending that 

of the Ethiopian, yet his was as genuine as that of St. Paul. O 


let us simply take God at his Word, and leave the manner in which — 


he shall communicate his saving grace to the soul, entirely with him. 
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8 . GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Again, you remark, “ My feelings are not different from what 
they have been many times before.” How different did you ex- 


pect them to be? I hope my sister is not like Naaman. He 
went to the prophet to be healed of his leprosy. The simple com- 
mand is given him through a messenger sent by the man of God, 


‘¢ Go wash seven times in Jordan, and thou shalt be clean.”” How 
different this simple announcement, from what Naaman had antici- 
pated! “ Behold I thought, he will surely come out to me, and 


stand, and call upon the name of his God — and strike his hand © 


over the place, and recover the leper!” Here the manner in 
which his cure would be affected, is all marked out by him, and a 


far different course being taken, he doubts the efficacy of the _ 
simple prescription and indignantly turns from the dwelling of 


the prophet. He is however persuaded by his servant, to obey 


the requisition, and becomes consequently healed. The language 


of the servant to his master 1s applicable to many who turn away | 
from the simple way of faith; ‘‘if the prophet had bidden thee do 


some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it?’?: What we 
have to do is to ‘obey God — abandon ourselves to his disposal, 


and leave entirely with him the method he will adopt, to cleanse 
us from all our filthiness and idols, or rather the particular effect it 
may produce upon our feelings. Let the resolution be fully fixed 


in the heart, and carried out in the life, ‘I will trustin God at all 


times, and under all circumstances, irrespective of feeling,’ and 


_ thus thou shalt become established. You further remark —“ I 


have not that lively evidence of my acceptance — God that I 
wish.” ‘Faith is the evidence of things not seen.” © Your evi- 
dence will be clear, or obscure, in proportion to your faith. If | 
you look at the promise alone, and unwaveringly believe ia 
God accepts you, simply because he says, ‘I will receive you,” 

you will have sufficient evidence of the fact. God’s word is the 
evidence — faith brings it to your own soul. Again;— “TI feel 
that my will is opposed to the will of God, and to serve him is a 
continual struggle with self.” The old man, my sister, must be 
crucified with all of his deeds, for he is ‘ not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be.’’? He will strive hard for life, and 


the last struggle will always be the most violent. But bind him 


— 


wit 
: | 
¥ 
ae 
i) 
i 
| 
| 
| 
it | 
‘ 
| 
i | 
| | 
| 
a | 
| 
| 
4 | 
| 
| 
~ 
t 
| 
| 


SANCTIFIED WHOLLY. 9 


to the cross and there let him remain, while you continue to reckon 


yourself dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto God. In the 


performance of any duties we feel a degree of peace, but it is not 
until the whole soul is surrendered up to the receiving, and rely- 


ing on the promises of God, that we enter fully into rest, and be- 
come established in peace and quietness. Then and not until then 


will the yoke of Christ be easy and his burden |i: com- 
mands not grievous, but j joyous. ae 


ORIGINAL, 


SANCTIFIED WHOLLY AND PRESERVED BLAMELESS. 


Many are more ready to believe that we may be ‘ sanctified | 
wholly;” than to admit the possibility of being ‘ preserved blame- 
less.” Let us not so dishonor our God, by limiting his power. It 
is written, ** faithful i is he that calleth you, who also wll do it.” 
How specific the assurance in that word which declares, ‘* the 
Lord is faithful who shall establish you, and keep you from evil.’” 
‘¢ God is faithful, w>o will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a way to es- 


cape, that ye may be able to bear it.”’ 


Shall we not then come boldly to a throne of grace, “in full 
assurance of faith,” “not wavering,” and now claim —take the 
promised, the purchased, blessing? ‘I will sprinkle you with» 
clean water, and. ye shall be clean, foe all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you.”’ 

There isa sense in which we must cleanse ourselves from al 
filthiness of flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness in the fear 
of God. eg 

Why may not I? Why may not the one whose eye now rests on 
these lines, be a specimen of the power of God to save unto the 
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10 | GUIDE TO HOLINESS: 


uttermost 2 Precious soul, trust in God from this moment ; for 
yourself test the power of “Him that is able to keep you from 
‘falling, and to present yo faultless before the presence of His 
glory with joy.” 


be But i is it possible that [ 
~ Should live and sin no more ? 
Lord, if on thee I dare rely, _ 
faith shall bring the 


“BEARETH ALL THINGS.” 


- CHaRITY beareth all things. It must be perfect charity that — 
can bear all things. Love, abounding without intermisssion to the 
exclusion of all the variations of the opposite element, and noth- 
ing less, this charity must be. The import of ‘all things” takes. 
in an almost endless variety of cases and circumstances ; and who 
can know that he is in possession of that degree of love that will. 
enable him to bear the trials that are awaiting him in the future of 
all things? I have heard the disciple, newly baptized with the 
Holy Spirit, say, ‘now [am ready. I am ready to do anything, © 
I am ready to bear anything, only let me be kept in the state of 
mind thatl am nowin. I could bear contradiction, [ could bear 
reproach ;”’ and perhaps he felt as if he could give his body to be 
burned. We have heard Paul say that he could do all things 
through Christ which strengthened him, and that he was ready not 
only to be bound, but to die at J srusalets. 

if to be able to bear all things is the test by which we may 
know whether a state of perfect love is the state in which we 
stand or not — and where is there evidence of perfect love ina 
state that falls short of this attachment—we wish to ask how we 
may know that we can bear all things. How did Paul know that 
he could do and bear all things when his soul inquired of itself if 
it was able, if it was ready? The consciousness takes cognizance 
only of the states of feeling produced by present events ; how 
could it then speak concerning future events ? In the first place, 
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BEARETH ALL THINGS. 11 


many future things are present with us in reality; that is, the 
same that we shall have in the future, we have now, to a great de- 


gree ; and the imagination brings many more into the present, con- — 


cerning which the consciousness speaks as if they were present. 
But there is yet unknown, unthought of ground ahead of us in 


our journey ; how can we know that we shall pass over it safely ? 


We can know it only on this principle, that if we have grace suf- 


ficient to make us righteous in the performance of present duties, | 


and the bearing of present troubles, while we retain this grace 
our faithful Creator will let no greater burdens come upon us than 
are proportioned to the increase of grace which he is giving to 


meet the case. The great object of care with us then is, after — 
having once obtained a preparedness for all things then demanded » 
of us, that we never lose that ground. It is not hard to find 


where failures in doing and bearing originate. If our lot in life 


clothed with continually increased severity, the increase. of 


strength in God which beareth all things would keep alongside 
with the increase of trials; so that we should walk the road of 


everlasting triumph through this world, did we never yield up any 
ground that we had once taken in consecration and faith. And it~ 


is especially in our faith that we are liable to lose strength. It 
appears to me to be not so easy a thingy for one who has been 


- pungently convicted for the unrighteousness of withholding from 


God what is due to him, and who has been made to cry out “ O, 
my Father, if I cannot live wholly unto thee I would not live at 
all; let me be made right and then let me die before I get wrong 
again ;”’ 
ces to draw such a soul away from its consecration to God. But 
it is the faith ; that exercise which is voluntary only in part in a 
direct sense ; and is more or less dependent for its existence upon 
collateral exercises of the mind, it is this that we are first found 
to lose strength in. I once heard a devoted woman who was feel- 


ing the pressure of cares and duties new to her, say, ‘‘ It seems - 
to me that if I could have a longer time in the morning to be 
alone with God, I could be more sure of going aright through the 


day ; but as soon as I am awake in the morning my children are 
awake, and I have but a few moments in which I| can pray for pa- 
tience and peace.” 

A manof God who heard these remarks answered her and said, 
“if you only believe as you look up to Heaven in the few min- 
utes you have, that you will be guided safely —that you will be 
kept in the right spirit in all your ways, and continue to so believe 
at every step you take through the day, you are as sure to be 
kept right and receive all comfort as if you had a longer time to 


it is not a very easy matter for the force of circumstan- 


| 
—_— 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
+ 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
om 
va’ 
| 
4 
| 
| 
4 
ie 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
" 
| 
| 
| 
| irk 
| 
| 
| | 
>. 
> 


12 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


supplicate for it.”” At the time this idea was not appreciated by 
the woman. Yet in her few moments of morning and noonday 
prayer she would remember this remark, and that it is faith that 
quenches fiery darts — that it is through faith that the weak are 
made strong, and that it was through faith that Enoch pleased 


faith it supersedes the necessity of entreaty ; for it has the assur- 
ance of what it desires.’ = 
“ But,” said a listener, ‘it is plain philosophy that the more 


. tion of his character and in acts of adoration, the more will it im- 
bibe his Spirit; and hence the greater the certainty that it will 
be saved from wrong. And unless the philosophy of faith will 
show that in it there is greater power for the keeping of the soul, 
than in that contemplation which leads to adcration and desire and 
— entreaty, I cannot see how the believing we shall be kept holy 


prayer.” ‘The woman, experienced in the process replied, “there 


is a power in faith beyond that of the contemplation which leads 
to desire and entreaty be it ever so lengthened. It includes the 


It not only contemplates the good, and longs for it, and holds out 
the hand for it, but grasps it with a tenacious hold that straight- 
ens up every cord and muscle of the soul.” 

In the exercising of faith for what we feel. to be so desirable to 
us, without a long process of contemplation, we condense into a 


what we would carry out into longer time if we could have it free 
from other employments; that is, a contemplation of God’s char- 
acter and his law; and a desire to be conformed to him, and a de- 
termination to be, by his help; and further, a belief that he will 


|, help us. That faith which is the instrument of safe keeping to 


the soul, presupposes a love for abstract contemplation of God, 
and a readiness to embrace with joy every opportunity of breath- 
ing into his ear its strong desires ; inasmuch as it is a step beyond 
all this, and cannot be exercised without these states of feeling 
co-existing with it. It communes amid the busy activities of life 
with Him whom it trusts for safe keeping ; and its communion is in 
that very exercise of trusting. We are so mercifully constructed 
that there are no shackles of business that can be hung upon us 
which can keep the soul from its upward soarings. The mind may 


- God. ‘'T'wo or three years after this, she said she understood the — 
matter clearly. ‘ Faith with but few words of entreaty, or none, — 
effects more than much entreaty with less faith; and if there is 


the mind is held in direct communion with God, in contempla-. 


through the day can be a greater méans for accomplishing that 
object than a long time of abstract communion with God in’ } 


same exercises of the soul with that, and goes a step beyond it. — 


shorter space of time, and carry through with greater energy, . 
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BEARETH ALL THINGS. 13° 


be sometimes dueoseed by the disease of the body, its habita- 
tion, or by the fatigue of its organs, so that its exercise of saving 
faith at such a time may not be accompanied by these other exer- 
cises of thought ; yet the feeling of unabated desire hes there, 
and the heart is conscious of it, so that when it believes that God 
will keep evil far from it, it knows that it desires this above every- 
thing else. | 
And besides all the rest, God does show an especial hea to the. 
faith of his creatures. He does not let one trust him in vain. 
They may contemplate him in vain, they may entreat him in vain, 
for they may be standing on ground where he would not meet 
them; but if they believe him scripturally, truly, they must have — 
come on to right ground, and there he will work with them and. 
for them with the ‘might of his right hand. | 
But the question comes — how does charity bear all things % ? 

By what means it does it we have'seen ; but in what manner { 2 we 

now; or what is it to bear all thines j In a sense ! 
How does love bear with evils that are remediable? Does it su-— 
pinely sit and say, all that I have got to do is to be patient — to 

| keep quiet ? Or does it say, I must remedy this evil if I can, 
but in doing it I must be calm while I am resolute, and patient 
while I am active? When an evil habit ig ensnar ing a child, shall 
the parent, whose heart feels no sentiment opposite to Divine love, — 
merely say ‘don’t, my son— don’t, my daughter,” and there stop, 
while the evil continues? or shall’ he or she resolutely head the > 
progress of the evil, and forbid any further practice of it, on fear 
of penalty ? Will any one think, that this cannot be done with 
that composure and tenderness that perfect love implies? such a 
course need haye no other element or aspect but a share of that 
awfulness which surrounds God’s law. 

Must he or she who beareth all things keep in the house a false- 
hearted, impudent servant, who 1s breathing around the pestilence — 
of sin, because through some oversight such a one has cot into the. 
family | ? or shall the wicked servant be expelled from 1 the family 

upon “refusal to go on fair terms, after proper time and means for 

reformation had been viven before coming into the family or while 
there ? 
Must he that beareth all things let the fraudulent hand of the 
covetous, snatch away the ear thly g goods which his Creator’s prov- % 
idential hand has given him ? or shall he calmly and clearly show 
what is light and w what is darkness in matters of earthly negotia- 
tion; and if moral force cannot avail to make a man do rivht, call | 
on the “ powers that be,”’ that are ordained of God to do it! ? Tn 
this process as in any other, the holy man beareth the wrong that 
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14 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


could not be avoided, and the wrong intended which he did avoid 
by the help of wholesome laws, without a desire of retaliation, 
without petulance or unavailing denunciation ; his mind being per- 
fectly at ease in letting things rest until the last judgment. He 
that beareth all things, not only has no fretfulness at petty annoy- 
ances, nor tumultuous angry passion at insult and abuse, but he 
hears the opinions of others that oppose his own, and sees the ac- 
tions that proceed from such counter opinions with perfect compos- 
ure. He bears the too slow and too quick movements of those 
around him, and those under his direction too, without any uneasi- 
ness that agitates his own soul, or that brings hasty reproof. And. 
when his sense of propriety — that feeling that is keenly alive to 
the fitness of things; a fine instinct concomitant with the enjoy- 
ment of perfect love ; ( where there is no lack of natural sense ) 
when this combined wish of the mind and heart is tortured by the 
inappropriate plans and expressions of others, he bears it in 
silence, or rebukes it with words and actions which bespeak an en- 
tire freedom from selfishness, and from that fiery emotion which 
perpetuates an evil while trying to end it. The holy man or wo- 
man bears with that patience that waits for judicious words and a 
right-toned voice the short-sightedness and folly of children, and of 
others too. Thoroughly patient souls bear the petulence and 
fault-finding of unsettled souls with whom they may have some — 
conventional connection, as sweet gentle birds bear with the 
coarseness of hawks and ravens that fly about in the same region 
of atmosphere with them. ‘The holy man and woman bear the 
hardship of over-working in the midst of weakness; and bear pain 
of body and pain of mind—such as the ingratitude of those 
whose accommodation they try most carefully to secure — and 
scores of unenumerated grievances, with that holy magnanimity 
that never speaks a cutting word, nor gives a wounding stroke, for 
its own sake; tnat is, never with a desire to inflict a wound as an_ 
equivalent for the evil suffered ; but with that patience which stops 
to reckon and see if probably good can be done by a timely incision 
— by a stroke from the hand of justice at the right time. And 
inasmuch as an evil tendency rarely receives reproof with profit in 
the very time of its exercise, and especially from those toward 
whom it 1s exercised, holy people seldom rebuke the wrong done 
to themselves personally, and more seldom yet, do it at the time 
when it is committed. Keeping this position, they are never in 
unhappy collisions and broils. 
But there are many who are saying “I can bear all things that 
I am called to bear but this one trial.’ With some, it is the un- 
dutifulness of children. With others, it is the stupidity of ser- 
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BEARETH ALL THINGS. 


~-yants, or the disagreeable habits of some with whom they have to 
associate in domestic or business life. But we must have no ez- 
ception. If there is anything that we cannot bear with patience, 
we are imperfect at the heart. Our souls must be superior in 
their strength to the force of any circumstances, else we are at 
the mercy of what occasions we know not. We must be patiently 
tenacious, calmly energetic, and quietly vigorous. Many of us — 
have not only to bear all things, but to do almost all things that 
are righteous. We have not only ourselves to keep in motion that 

_ 13 almost perpetual, but we have to be moving upon others to set 

| them in motion and keep them moving each in their circle. 0! 

| the combination of characteristics which it requires to be both do- 
ing all things and bearing all things that we meet in our pathway. 
I have known those who felt as if “they could do wonders ; — they 
would storm their own castle and the world too, if it were not for 
having to bear so much, — to be so patient. But all this storming 
1S doing things in a wrong way, which is often worse than not do- 

ing them at all. How many I have heard say, * once I could 
bear all things. I could say of all things around me, none ofs 
these things move me, but now } have more to yerplex and try me, 
and sometimes I am overcome.” But if there had been no relin- 
-quishing of faith on your part, my consecrated friend, would 

- not now be as strong as your burdens are heavy? Remember 
that first day when you began to say ‘I am afraid that some of — 
these things will move me; they will jostle me aside out of m 
steady gait in the narrow way.’ It was then that they did bevin 
to jostle you, and it is no wonder if now they push you hither and 
thither. 

-O! God my Father, and Jesus Christ my Lord! help me that I 
may be able to bear all things. O! may I approach thee in the 
purity and majesty of thy nature so much as this, as to be able to 
bear all things disagreeable to me, as thou bearest the sins of this 
wicked world! May I with perfect patience, bear pain; pain of 
the body and pain of the mind may I be able to bear. The re- 

proaches of enemies or thoughtlessness of friends ; household an- 
‘noyances or troubles met with in the great thoroughfare of the 
people ; may none of these things move me to unrighteous fecl- 
. ings. -May I meet the flighty conduct of children with perfect 
patience, so that I shall use the best mode as well as the best mo- 
! tive with them. May I bear delinquencies without worriment, so 


that my strength of soul and body shall be kept to do the work 
which thou hast g given me to do. 
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16 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


HOLY LIFE. 


THE beauty of ' holy life constitutes the most eloquent and ef- 
fective persuasive to religion which one human being can address 
to another. We have many ways of doing good to our fellow 


creatures ; but none so efficacious as leading a virtuous, upright, 


and well ordered life. ‘Thera is an energy of moral suasion in a 


good man’s life, passing the highest efforts of the orator’s genius. 


The seen but silent beauty of holiness speaks more eloquently of 
God and duty than the tongues of men and angels. Let parents 


remember this. The best inheritance a parent can bequeath to a 


child is a virtuous example, a legacy of hallowed remembrances 


and associations. The beauty of holiness, beaming through the 
life of a loved relative or friend, is more effectual to strengthen — 


such as do stand in virtue’s ways, and raise up those that are 


bowed down, than precept, command, entreaty, or warning. 


Christianity itself, I believe, owes by te the greater part of its 
moral power, not to the precepts or parables of Christ; that holiness 


which enshrined in the four brief biographies of the ‘Man of Naz- 


areth has done more, and will do more to regenerate the world and 
bring it to an everlasting righteousness, than all other agencies 
put together. It has done more to spread his religion in the 
world than all that has ever been preached or written on the eyi- 
dences of Christianity. — Dr. Chalmers. 


Love To THE Savior. —The Rev. Samuel Whitney labored 
twenty-five years as a missionary at the Sandwich Islands. When 
the physician who attended him in his last illness bade him fare- 
well, he grasped his hand and said, “ Doctor, Jesus Christ is the 
star of the universe; he is my "ae my life, my all. Thirty- 


six years ago I set my affections on him, and nothing has made 


me swerve. Nothing can separate me from him. The devil tried 
to baffle me, but Jesus Christ was near to help me. Jesus Christ 


is here.” His last words were, “ Christ is precious.” 
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A HOLY MINISTRY. 


BY PBOK, DVD. D. 


EXPERIENCE will furnish the impulse to preach the dMirine of 
holiness. It may be preached because we find it in the Bible, or | 
because it is a recognized doctrine of the Church ; but then it will | 
be more a matter of form than of feelmg— more of duty than of a 
choice. But when the rich enjoyment of perfect love pervades RE 
the soul, it is a well-spring of purity in wtterance, as well as in A 
life. Holiness becomes the most natural, truthful, and energetic — he 
outward expression of the inner man. It is not then hard for ee 
the minister to bring himself up to the conclusion to offer perfect 

| love to the children of God. He will not seek apologies for delay. _ 

} ing to preach on the subject. ‘The holy fire burns within, and it ‘fg. 
must flame out to the sight of the world. The blood that cleans- | i. 
eth from all sin is in the thoughts, and it 1 is at once commended to i 
the church. ‘The sanctifying, witnessing spirit, pervades the soul, 
and impels its action, and His divine energy is iat A to all who 

“hunger and thirst after mghteousness. 

EXPERIENCE GIVES UNCTION ‘AND POWER TO THE PREACHING 

OF HOLINESS. Such is the constitution of mind that it can give 
force only to that which it feels to be true. Mere assent to a doc- 
trine will impart no warmth — no impressiveness to its announce- 
ment. It must therefore be far less effective where it is preached | 
without the inward reality. Conviction of deep-felt sincerity in 
the preacher ; of a warm and glowing love for the Church ; of an aa 
inward and powerful realization of the truth and paramount im- ae 
portance of the doctrine, will give great force to the preaching. a. 
We have all marked the difference, in effect, of these two modes a 
of presenting truth. How often have we deeply regretted that a 
} | the most sound principles of religion and the most fundamental ry 
practical teaching should suffer for the want of inward experience 
in the preacher, while the fresh and lively interest, the over- 
VOL. XXIV. 
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18 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


whelming pathos and power, imparted to the same instructions, by 


a deep and glowing experience, have fixed our attention, melted 


our hearts, and stamped indelibly upon our very souls, the truth of 
God. We must have the whole anointing to do this work. We 
can use nothing in the stead of it. 


beauty and grace of rhetoric; we may utter the very words ani 
combinations of orthodoxy ; ; we may vociferate until our strength 


of lungs is exhausted, but if the truth does not well up from w ith- 


in us —if it be echo iierely. it will so appear. 
cealing the fact. 


There is no con- 
It represents itself. It speaks to the ears of 


men in its own intelligible language ; and all fecl, if they do not 
gay, “ there is something wrong. The words are all very well, 


but they seem to be hollow — empty — powerless!” The pres- 


ence and agency of God’s Spirit in the preaching will remedy this, 


and just in proportion as its influence has been admitted and made 
effective in the soul.: The experience of which we speak is the 
The soul is sanctified wholly by the 
Holy Spirit, and His divine presence. Ilis pervading energy in 


the heart alone can sustain the soul in its higher, holier life. The 


living experience, therefore implies this very presence, and secures 


‘its holy power, in the exertions which the soul makes to diffuse its” 


own purity and joy. Ministers of God who in this state proclaim 
a full salvation, not only can say, ‘‘ we speak that we do know, 
and testify that which we have seen ;” but a power from the liv- 
ing God dwelling within them, will accompany, attest, and send 
home the truth that is uttered. — Beauty of Holiness. 


Look. on sin with a penitent eye, on Christ with a believing 
slain,” by whom sin is taken away. 


C@nRISTIANS should be diamonds for the lustre of their dated 
loadstones, to attract others to Christ. 


‘We may argue in the use of © 
_ the profoundest logic ; we may adorn our discourses with all the 


eye. Weep for sin that slew Christ, but hope in the 
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CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 19 


Christian 


ORIGINAL. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Dear Bro. Degen: — There are none, perhaps, who have not sought for les- 
— Sons of wisdom and profit in the authenticated records of human experience. In- 
deed, the entire history of our common humanity, in all its phases, is but a con- | 
tinued narration of personal experience. : Hencg it is, we very properly seck for — 
instruction and guidance in the li¢ht of its pages, abounding as they do with de-. 
velopments so full of interest and comfort to the human mind and heart. I frank 
- ly confess my indebtedness to that quarter, for much, very much of what I know, 
believe and enjoy. If, then, in your judgment, the following plain and concise 
statement of what the Lord has done for me may prove of the least advantage to 
those whose minds and hearts have been exercised and interested upon the subject 
of entire holiness, I humbly submit it to your disposal. — 


The circumstances of my birth and early childhood training in- 
clined me to a religious life from my. youth. ‘The first decided re- 
ligious impressions were received at a Methodist Camp Meeting — 
during the latter part of my fifteenth year, which resulted in a full 
purpose of heart to be a christian. For months I sought God 
alone, weeping over my sins, and lamenting God’s absence from | 
my depressed, sin-stricken soul. : 

: On Sabbath, the 29th of July, 1842, I was born from above, iP) 

born of God, while attending a revival then in progress at ——— | i 
it being the first occasion on which I gained the consent of my ? 
heart to seek the Lord publicly. I felt then the realization of that | ‘a 
sweet promise, — “ A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit oe. 

will I put within you.” It was, of course, an occasion of great . 
rejoicing, and one which I hope to celebrate in heaven through all 
eternity. ..fter that memorable event in my religious history I 
lived more or less in the enjoyment of religion, and realized many 

clorious seasons of “refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” 
' Sometimes, for days and weeks continuously, my peace in God 4 
| flowed on as a river. 
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And yet, again and again, I had occasion bitterly to reproach 
myself for ingratitude and unfaithfulness, for poverty and barren-— 
ness in the divine life, and for the want of a more perfect confor- 
mity to the divine will. While a student at College, in 1848, I 


was licensed to preach the Gospel of Jesus. The assumption of 


ministerial responsibity, and the character of the work it enjoined, 
led me more seriously and prayerfully to consider my qualifica- 
tions for that high and holy vocation. I discovered my wants and 
felt their pressure. The conviction often came home with great. 


power — “you are not what it is your duty and privilege to be.” 


Thus at several periods in life, I was considerably awakened and | 
interested upon the subject of entire sanctification. Meeting with 
obstacles, however, and having no one ( who professed to enjoy 
the blessing of ‘ perfect love” ) with whom to converse, and 
from whom to obtain light and encouragement in regard to holi-’ 
ness as a living and experimental verity, my ‘gio desires and 
awakened interests were soon allowed to subside, and thus no ma. . 


~ terial vantage-ground was gained. 


Still, I heartily and fully believed it to be not only a Bible truth, 
but a positive duty, and a blessed privilege. This conviction I 
could not shake off, and I resolved to obtain the blessing, though 
at that time I had not very correct views of it. Scarcely any one 


preached it or talked about it, but to question its truthfulness ; 


and none professed to enjoy it as a living and soul-inspiring reality. 
But Providence changed my position in life, and I fortunately be- 
came associated with some at - College, who professed _holi- 
ness. With them, especially the Rev. Mr. A. ( then the stationed 
minister there ) I freely conversed, and soon again was awakened 
to see and feel its necessity and importance. re 
Accordingly, I resolved to seek it at once ; and to this end en- 
tered into a solemn covenant with God, formally drew up a series 
of resolutions, in which I concecrated all that I was and all that I 
had, soul, body and spirit, fully, perfectly, unconditionally and 


eternally to God and hisservice. After much internal struggling, 


I gained the consent of my will to subscribe to those resolutions : 
and in devout prayer, 1 invoked God and heaven to attest the sol- 
emn pledge. This was done on the 29th of April, 1852. And 


4 
ae 
ae 
& 
4 
» * a 
i 
| 
4 
Bim 
Be 
#8 
4 
3 | 
i 
j 
| 
i 
? 
| 
| 
i. 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 4 | 


here, I may remark, (in my humble judgment ), lies one of the 
chief difficulties in seeking the blessing of entire sanctification. 
It is an exceedingly difficult matter for one to bring the soul to. 
that point, in which it can deliberately and honestly make a full, 
an unreserved, and unconditional consecration, or dedication of it-. 
self and all its ransomed powers, (especially its wll) for time | 
and eternity, to God, and his entire control; and yet no duty is 
more explicitly enjoined. ‘TI beseech you therefore, brethren,” 
says Paul, “by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service,’ Rom. xm, 1. Again: “Ye are not your own; 
for ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit which are God’s,” 1 Cor. vr. 19— 
20. It cost me a struggle to accomplish this important step. 
But by the grace of God, the effort was made; and success 
crowned that effort in producing a conéciousness that the victory so 
far, had been achieved over self, and that now I had only to be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and be saved fully, and forever 
more. The consciousness that I had given myself to God, was 
immediately followed by a pleasant persuasion of mind, that God 
would (as he had promised) most certainly accept and sanctify 
the consecrated offering ; yet it seemed, in my approaches to God 
in prayer, (while the blessing as it were was in full view ), that 
the hand of faith was too short to reach it, and that I could not 
venture so freely and fully upon Christ, as my great atoning High 
Priest as to realize that his blood cleansed me from all sin, — 
from all the “remains of the carnal mind.” Still, I wrestled on 
in prayer, longing to be made pure, to be made perfect in love. 
This deep and earnest internal struggling of soul for full re- 
demption from the guilt, power and inbeing of sin, was at once 
succeeded by the clearest and most overwhelming convictions of in- 
herent corruption and spiritual deficiency I ever realized. Never 
before had I felt so powerfully and convincingly what it was to 
be unholy, and without the entire mind of Christ. The effect this 
produced upon me was characterized by deep, intense sorrow of 
heart, and much weeping over my former, spiritual barrenness aid 
want of progress in the divine life. It seemed to me, that I could 
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weep days and nights away in grieving over the past ingratitude 
and unfaithfulness of my life, when contrasted with God’s unspeak- 
| able goodness and love as exhibited towards such a vile wretch as 
I felt myself to be. I was deeply humbled ‘and abased before 
God. My tears and confessions were mingled however with 
praises to God, that I was even what I was, by his grace. While» 
thus struggling to be delivered from “all my lenin? the world | 
and the devil seppetred to be united against me in harrassing, 
vexing, disturbing me in every possible way. -Jmpatience would 
develope itself in spite of me, and my whole soul, at times, 
seemed restive and turbulent. ‘Alas!’ I cried, “‘ how can these 
things accord with holiness of heart? what must] do?” I had 
given myself to God and was resolved at all events that the offer- 
ing should not be withdrawn. The first two weeks were truly a_ 
season of “ fiery trials.” On the third week, the devil suggested 
— you are good enough, — it is folly to burden your soul with 
works of supererogation, which can bring you no essential good.” 
I felt somewhat inclined to listen to the voice of the tempter. 
Difficulties sprung up on every hand. Could I be preserved in a 
holy state, if I attained it? Could I maintain my integrity &c.? 
But my vow had been made unto the Lord, and I could not go 
back. I resolved then to fi ght ~ and trust the issues to the 
Lord. 
During all this time, I was foweets made very happy, and 
enjoyed more religion than usual, feeling no sense of condemna- 
tion whatever. But yet I could not think, and dared not say, I 
was wholly sanctified, although still believing, as before expressed, 
that the Lord would (at some future time) complete the work. 
The chief difficulty in my case was that my faith was a faith in 
the future fulfillment of God’s promises. I lacked present, self- 
appropriating faith. My zeal began somewhat to abate; yet I 
went again for the third time to the “ Sanctification Meeting,” as 
it was called, determined still to strive, and to believe that God 
would then sanctify me. Thus I reasoned. All has been given 
up to God. Nothing, that I know of, has been withheld. Upon 
this condition has Christ promised, that if we would come unto 
God by him, “ he would save us unto the uttermost.” ‘ Him that 
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cometh unto me,” saith he, “J will in no wise cast out.” Why 
then should [ any longer doubt? . ** J will not,” was the involun- 
tary response of my heart. It was with these feelings that I en- 


tered the room, and at once my mind and heart seemed to be 
wholly absorbed with the subject of a full salvation through faith 


in Christ. I neither thought of the place or persons present. 


| My soul went out to God in prayer and faith, and I held sweet 
communion with Christ. I felt unspeakably happy ; nay more, a 
profound, calm, sweet, indescribable peace. It was a season of 
heart-felt joy and gratitude. “ The light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ,’ seemed to be all | 


around and within me. ‘There was no unusual excitement, but 


a rest, sweet, precious, subduing, deep. ‘Can this be sanctifica- 
tion, thought I? Can this be “ perfect. love? ”’ Surely it must 


be, I responded. Every doubt vanished, and | could only 


“ What wondrous love is this, O! my soul.” 


I rejoiced, loved, promised, adored, and thought of what the Lord 


had said, ‘* Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 


and I will give you rest.” ‘‘ Blessed are they which do manger 
and thirst after mghteousness, for they shall be filled ; ” yea, 


‘¢ with all the fullness of God.’’ 


Indeed, I can never forget Friday, the 14th of May, 1852, 
when, by the grace of God, I was enabled to believe and realize 
that Christ had truly been made unto me, “ wisdom, righteousness, 


sanctification and redemption.” Twas then for the first time, I 


was enabled by an act of present faith to reckon myself to be 


dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”” My spiritual vision seemed much clearer and more dis- 


tinct than ever. God's promises appeared in a new light. Faith 
had become more active; it could now take hold of the promises 
at once, carry them up toa throne of Divine grace, and claim, 
and confidently expect their fnlfillment. ‘To the unclouded vision 
of faith, God appeared as if speaking directly through his word. 
Since then (just 11 months) I have had some seasons of 


doubt, and have been sorely tempted “‘to cast away my confi- 
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dence.” 
the Lord’s, and that He is mine. Christ is yet a present, perfect, 
and full Savior. His blood avails to make me clean. 


‘But, blessed be God, I now feel that I still am wholly 


Oh! the 


depth of the riches of his grace. God grant that I may be kept 


in perfect peace, always at the foot of the cross, where, under the | 
healing streams of Jesus’ blood, we may be ever preserved alive 
unto God and dead unto the weil. ej I ever enjoy — 


‘* A heart in every thought renewed, 

full of love divine; 
- Perfect, and right, and pure, and good, — 
A copy, Lord, of thine.” 


Mecklenburg Co., Va. 


-Love.— You say you love every body. If so, why do you | 
indulge in revengeful feelings? Why do you turn away from a 
poor brother or a fallen friend? There is no love in revenge or | 


_ anger, none in selfishness or pride. You but deceive yourself, 
and are made to believe a lie, when you speak of your love to 


everybody. _ If you had the true spirit of love within you, you 
would be an entirely different person. Never would we behold 
the glow of anger on your cheek, hear a passionate remark, or 
witness the least unkindness to’ the poor and distressed. With 
love in your bosom, you could not doa selfish act, you could not 


| speak against a neighbor, you could not hate those who despite- 


fully use you. There are but few hearts imbued with the true 


spirit of love. But when it lives in the heart, you will behold the 
true Christian and the real friend. 


satablishoth the Christian in trouble- 
some times. He is the likeliest to bear witness to the truth who 
hath the spirit Of God bearing witness to his heart. 


Care adds much to our ar nothing to our comfort. 
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POETRY. 


'BELSCT SD. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


Harry the souls who first 
To Jesus and each other cleaved, 
_Join’d by the unction from above, 
mystic fellowship of love ! 


| Meek, simple followers of the Lamb, | 
They lived and spake and thought the same ; 
Brake the commemorative bread, _ 


And drank the Spirit of their Head. 


- Qn God they cast their every care : 
Wrestling with God in mighty prayer, 

They claim’d the grace, through Jesus given ; 
By prayer they shut and open’d heaven. 


To Jesus they performed their vows : 
A little church in every house, | 
They joyfully conspired to raise 
Their ceaseless sacrifice of praise. 


Propriety was there unknown, 

None call’d what he possess’d his own ; 
Where all the common blessings share, 
No selfish happiness was there. 


With grace abundantly endued, 

A pure, believing multitude ! 

They all were of one heart and soul, 
And only love inspired the whole. 


O what an age of golden days! 

O what a choice, peculiar race ! 

Wash’d in the Lamb’s all cleansing blood, 
Anointed kings and priests to God. 
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Where shall I wander now to find 
‘The successors they left behind? — 
The faithful, whom I seek in vain, 
‘Are ’minish’d from the sons of men. 


Ye different sects, who all declare, | 
here is Christ!” or, ‘‘ Christ is there !”’ 
Your stronger proofs divinely give, 

And show me where the Christians live. 


Your claim, alas! ye cannot prove, 

Ye want the genuine mark of love : 
Thou only, Lord, thine own canst show ; — 
For sure thou hast a Church below. 


The gates of hell cannot prevail, 
The Church on earth can never fail : 
‘Ah! join me to thy secret ones ! 
Ah! gather all thy living stones ! 


< 


-Seatter’d o’er all the earth they lie, | 
Till thou collect them with thing eye, -— 

Draw by the music of thy name, 
And charm into a beauteous frame. 


+ 


For this the pleading Spirit groans, 
And eries in all thy banish’d ones : 
Greatest of gifts, thy love, impart, 
And make us of one mind and heart ! 


Join every soul that looks to thee, 
In bonds of perfect charity: | 
Now, Lord, the glorious fulness give, | | 
And all in all for ever live! 


For ever with the Lord ! 
Amen ! so let it be ; : 
Life from the dead is in that word — ~ | 
is immortality. 
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THE MISSIONARY WORK. 


ORIGINAL. 


MISSIONS OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 
BY REV, W. BUTLER. 


THe Missions of a chintel are a test of its condition, just as an 
offspring } is of that of a parent. A diseased parent will give birth 
to a diseased child, and the child’s premature decline will exhibit 
the decay which was sapping the life of the mother. So, like- 
wise, if any particular characteristic predominate in the system of 
any church, it will naturally show itself in the progress of its mis- 
sions, and influence all its movements. Thus the state of missions 
becomes a question of the deepest interest not merely as exhibit- 
ing the progress of Christianity, but because the mission reflects 
the condition, and forms a criterion of the systesi\n actual a 
tion in the older church from which it springs. 

We propose to apply this enquiry to the case of the missions of | 
the Church of Rome. The Papacy has long displayed extraordi- 
nary energy in propagating her system. Accordingly, we find 
that, for a long period subsequent to the Reformation, the most 
extensive and most energetic missionary movements were made by 
the Church of Rome. Such undoubtedly was the heroic progress 
of Francis Xavier, who twice traversed the provinces of Southern 
India, twice crossed the sea from Cape Comorin to China, and 
even to J: apan, and brought thirty Kingdoms under the dominion 
of the faith, in the space of eleven years, so that his name acted 
like a spell over the minds of men throughout the Indian seas. 
Three, in particular, Travencore, Ceylon, and Japan, successively 
joined the Church of Rome, and her faith was embraced by multi- 
tudes through other vast and most populous nations of the Kast. 
Somewhat later, the Church of Rome extended itself wonderfully 
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t 


into China. . The aducation of the heir of the throne was commit- 
‘ted to the Jesuits. Some of the most influential stations in the 
Imperial government were in their hands, and large bodies of the 


people are said to have been converted. The missions of Rome 


spread likewise into the neighboring kingdoms. In Tonquin, Co- 


chiu-China and Siam great numbers were added to the Romish 
communion. We have omitted any especial mention of Hindoo- 


stan; but the remnants of Goa, its once magnificent churches, 
| and its extensive monastic institutions, with their splendid fabrics 


and rich demesnes, still mark the unsparing devotion, and the 
powerful sway with which the Portuguese Church sought to estab- 
lish the dominion of Rome. ‘Turn now to the West, and we sce 
similar grandeur of design, and the same untiring zeal character-— 
izing her progress in that direction. Missionaries of the strictest. 


religious order, the Capuchins, followed the track of Portuguese 


conquest along the Western coast of Africa. Great establish- 
ments and noble churches sprang up on the banks of the Congo. 
Kings of powerful states, together with their subjects, were led to — 
embrace the faith, and for two hundred years, Rome brought all | 
her power to bell on the numerous tribes occupying the neighbor- | 
ing coasts. As soon as another world opened before the enter- 


_ prize of Europe, the Roman missionary thither sped his way, swift — 


as the vessels that bore the victorious troops of Portugal and Spain. — 
Amidst the terrible carnage in which the new European empires 
of South America were founded, Rome everywhere sought to in- 
fuse, for the healing of the nations, her system and worship. The 
reductions of Paraguay were the chief and most famous scene of 
her operations, and they seemed to form an oasis in the waste, a 
paradise of a christian people, at which the world wondered. For 
above a century and a half, in the very héart of the Spanish and 
Portuguese dominions the Roman system, under the rule of the 
Jesuits, was in full operation, with every means of influence that 
power, wealth, combination and untiring zeal could give. “A 
hundred and fifty thousand Indians were reclaimed from their wan- 
dering life, grouped into families, instructed and provided for in 
common as children of a household.’’ Now, if the promise of 
perpetuity which our Lord has given to His Church be regarded, | 
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and if we consider the profuse array of means and appliances, 
which Rome possesses for its extension, we might have expected 
that, having such numerous centres of operations, having gained 
such powerful hold on the government of so many empires, and 
having such wide-spread communications, and such immense bodies 


of devoted men, who evidently “ counted not their lives dear,” so_ 


that they might advance their faith, Rome would have been des- 


_tined to establish over these new worlds of christian enterprize 


that dominion, which she has so long struggled to retain over Eu- 
rope, and would have been, in fact, the great missionary teacher 
of the heathen races. She had the great opportunity ; she had it 


' first ; and she had it under such favoring circumstances as Protes- 


If, however, we now unfold the annals of 
these Roman Missions, and compare their present state with the 


vrandeur of their promise, we are struck with profound astonish- 


ment, not unaccompanied with that sense of awe which is pro- 


duced at the sight of the ruin of some noble fabric, even though © 


it have been tered by human pride. 
Throughout the entire scene of Xavier’s labors, there has been 


a general and signal decline. ‘Those missions became the stage on _ 


which were exhibited the most disgraceful contests between various 
orders of monks and the pope, leading to the Bull of Benedict 
XIV. ( A. D.1774 ) since which time the missions, which had -for 
many years been declining, sank at once into a state of torpor 
from which they have never recovered. In the space of seventy 
years from that event, the number of converts in the extensive 
districts of the Marawa, Madura, the Carnatic and Mysore were 
reduced one third, according to the unquestionable testimony of a 
Romish missionary. The accounts which the Bishop of Madras 
has furnished of the degraded state of the Roman converts in his 


diocese, where their churches are emphatically styled “ Mary 
Churches,” in distinction from those that are called “God. 


Churches,” as well as the older and corresponding statement of 


Buchanan relating to the miserable remnant that still lingers 


among the ruins of Goa, prove the decay of their communion in 
Hindoostan, notwithstanding the large numbers (not less than six 


hundred thousand) which they there reckon among their adher- 
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ents. Farther east, a similar decline marks the Roman missions. 
In Japan, where the number of converts had once reached a mil- 
lion, the very profession of christianity has been utterly extin- 
guished. The remnant that exists in China is reported to be of 
the lowest class; the converts are still estimated at two hundred © 
thousand, but this is only one-fifth of the number which the Jesu- 
its, in their expulsion, bequeathed to their successors. When, 
however, we turn Westward, the splendid promise once given has © 


| even more signally failed. Congo and Sierra Leone are literally 


expunged from the list of Romish missions. The inhabitants of 


Paraguay are still called Christian, but the Reductions and their — 


societies are dispersed, and scarce more > than a name seems left of — 
that once splendid vision. — 

Since the organization of the French Propaganda i in 1822, the 
missions Of Rome have assumed a more active aspect; and the 


~ most earnest efforts are put forth at once to regain her lost ground 
- and to counterwork Protestantism. Her statistics for the past 


year exhibit seventy-six Missionary Bishops, six thousand two hun- 
dred and seventy six Missionaries (lay and clerical ) eight million 
seven hundred thirty-one thousand and sixty-two adherents, and 
an income of six hundred forty- ‘Seven thousand nine hundred and 
thirty-two dollars. 

But notwithstanding all her energies and temporary triumphs, 
certain decay awaits her corrupt faith: a decay which stands in 
such striking contrast with the gradual enlargement and apostoli- | 
cal development even of the feeblest missions of the Evangelical 
Church. 


Westfield, May, 1853. 


ACKNOWLEDGE God in all the dispensations of his providence, 
as well as grace; for the evil as well as the good, is under his 


permission and control; and viewed in that light, are calculated 
to effect the best — 
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EDITORIAL MISCELLANY. 


Chiturial Miscellany. 


THE FIRST NUMBER OF A NEW VOLUME. 


- With this number, we commence the twenty-fourth volume of the GuipE To 
Hoxiness. For fourteen years has this unpretending publication made its month- 
ly visits to nearly every part of the Union; .and durigg this time God has so 
blessed its instrumentality together with other agencies employed, that there is not 
probably an Evangelical denomination in our land that has not now within its 

communion, some advocates of, and witnesses to the glorious truth, that by simple 
faith we may avail ourselves of the full benefits of that blood which “cleanseth 
from all sin.” Many who once persecuted this way, and believed that in this act they 


were doing God service, have had their prejudices overcome by the force of 


truth, and are now among the foremost in letting their light shine before the 
Christian world. By clergymen of all denominations have we been bidden 
God speed, in our glorious enterprise. A Free-will Baptist minister in writing on 
business a few days since, says; “It is but recently that I became acquainted with 


your work. I have read the numbers of the year 1852 with great spiritual profit, | 
and hope soon to be in circumstances regularly to receive and peruse its pages.” 


A Congregational clergyman writes; “If your Magazine were more extensively 
circulated and read among Church members, I am persuaded that a very different 
state of piety would be induced ;” and yet another, a minister of our own Church 
writes; “the Guide is destined to do a glorious work in our land.” We give these 
extracts merely to show that the doctrine we advocate finds favor, and that minis- 
ters are becoming more and more alive to its importance. That the leaven is dif- 
fusing itself throughout the Churches, and that the membership crave this spiritual 
ailment, is indicated by a fact that cannot have escaped the most casual observer, 
that the religious periodicals of different denominations are becoming more than 
ever impregnated with the spirit of holiness, and that the subject is frequently dis- 
cussed and warmly commended in their columns by writers from among both the 
clergy and laity. We rejoice at these indications, and give God the praise, to 
whom alone it belongs. What grounds of encouragement do these facts devcl- 
ope! Oh, that every lover of holiness might be stimulated to labor for the pro- 
motion of this truth. Opposition must be expected—the Church, it is to be feared, 
is not yet free from a love for “ the world and the things that are in the world” — 
obstacles will sometimes arise from a quarter least expected — inconsistencies on 
the onefiand and fanaticism on the other among those who profess holiness. Yet, 
notwithstanding all this, truth must and wILv prevail. Let us then, beloved, abide 
in Christ and show to the world by our lives, that holiness is more than a mere 
profession, and God will confer upon us the honor of revealing Christ to our fel- 
low man as an all satisfying and all sufficient portion. We believe the Guide has 
not yet fulfilled its mission. By the help of Divine grace and the aid of contribu- 
tors, we hope to make its future issues, at least as productive of good as those 
which have preceded. May we not bespeak, on the opening of a new volume the 


active co-operation of our friends in securing the enlargement of our list. Low 
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easily might every reader of the Guide by a word of commendation procure a few 
subscribers. As we have had occasion to say before, the subject of holiness is not 
yet sufficiently popular to induce persons to canvass for our work, as they do for 
other magazines. We depend wholly under God upon our friends and readers. 
Thus far they have not failed us — aud we have no reason to believe that they — 
will. We simply make these remarks to stir up their pure minds by way of re- 
membrance. | 3 


RECEIPTS FOR THE GUIDE. 


TnsE have generally‘occupied so much space that we have concluded hereafter, 
instead of acknowledging the amount received from each subscriber, simply to 


acknowledge the receipt of letters. When a letter is acknowledged as received, it 


will of course be understood that the money which it is said to have contained, has 
also been received and applied according to instructions given. This arrangement» 
we think preferable on several accounts. 1. Our correspondents will be able to 


learn sooner than on the old plan, whether their letters have reached us; and thus | 


prevent a delay which has frequently led to the writing of other letters, to know — 
whether the former have been received. 2. It will enable us, in a word or two 
appended to the name of the person whose letter is acknowledged, to answer que- 
ries which now have to be replied to by letter. 3. It will take up less space, thus” 


enabling us to transfer this department to the cover of the Guide, instead of taking — 


up a page of what should be devoted to reading matter. And lastly, we think 


_ that each subscriber by looking to see if a letter is acknowledged from the person 


through whom their money was remitted, will be as well able as under the old 
mode, to ascertain whether their money has been received and credited. 


Bi11s sent To Supscrispers.—With the August number we always send our 


bills to subscribers. Sometimes these bills do not indicate a correct state of the 
account. Whenever errors occur, we are always glad to be informed of, and 


rectify them. 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


PRESENT TO MY CHRISTIAN FRIEND ON ENTIRE Devotion to Gop. By 
Mrs. P. Pater, author of “ The Way of Holiness,” “ Faith and its Effects,” &c. 


We have received from our esteemed friend the author, a beautiful copy of this 
useful work. We know of no book of its size, comprising so much that is calcu- - 
lated to arrest the attention and fix the mind of the reader, on the importance and 
attractiveness of the subject on which it treats. As an evidence of its popularity 
among the lovers of holiness, we need only say that it has reached its sixteenth 
thousand. It has been recently newly stereotyped, having undergone a thorough © 
revision, in which there has not only been a great improvement made in the 
arrangement, but much new matter has been added. This enlargement in size, 
has necessarily added to its cost, though it is even now furnished at the exceedingly 


‘low price of 20 cents Plain, 25 cents Gilt, from which a reduction is made to 
wholesale purchasers, 
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